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Last year | wrote about the differences between Japan and the UK in September (especially regarding the weather).
And this time, | would like to tell you a little about how influences our culture and events.

Even though it’s Autumn, September is still hot in Japan, so Autumn festivals are often held in October or November
once the heat has eased. On the other hand, in the UK, ‘Harvest Festivals’ often occur in the cool September weather.
This festival is a celebration of gratitude for a successful harvest which dates back to ancient pagan times, and usually
occurs on the Sunday of the full moon closest to the autumn equinox. On the day, hymns are sung at schools and
churches, which are often decorated with baskets of fruit, vegetables, and canned goods. These are then donated to
the elderly or local welfare facilities.

Unlike in Japan, this time of year also marks the beginning of the school year, and many schools and universities give
their school terms traditional names. For example, the term that begins in September is often referred to as
‘Michaelmas Term’, coming from the celebration of the archangel St. Michael on 29th September of the same name.

At the start of Michaelmas term the weather is pleasant, and the season is associated with some iconic outdoor
childhood games. In Japan, bug-catching is incredibly popular through summer and into autumn, but less so in the UK; in t
my childhood, the most | caught were woodlice. We don’t have such large and interesting bugs as in Japan, so you
wouldn’t often see kids chasing rhinoceros/stag beetles. Instead, British kids would collect ‘conkers’ (horse chestnuts),

often drilling holes in them, threading them on a string to then battle your friends with by smashing them into each
other until one breaks. Isn’t it fascinating how every country has its own ways of enjoying the autumn season! ﬁ
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