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When we talk about summer in Japan, one of the first things that comes to mind is the ‘natsumatsuri’, or summer festivals, where
people don yukata, enjoy food from various stalls, and watch fireworks when it turns dark. At the end of June, students from Camas,
Taki’s sister city in America, came to visit. We held a party themed around Japanese natsumatsuri to welcome them, where the American
kids got to enjoy various stalls and experience the local bon-odori dance.

At that time, | felt just how important summer festivals were in Japanese culture, and supposed that we didn’t really have this kind of
special summer festival in the UK. However, after a little thought | realized we do; in particular, | have fond memories of ‘Summer Fetes’,
small festivals held in villages and at primary schools. This kind of festival is largely held to raise money for the school, or charity, so
preparations are often conducted by volunteers. /

At fetes, handmade treats, used books, donated wine etc. are given out in a tombola (a kind of raffle or lottery) for both kids and  /
adults to enjoy. On top of that, for the kids there are often lots of bouncy castles, face painting stands, and the popular ‘throw a sponge +
at a teacher’ (where overexcited kids get to throw soaking sponges at teachers locked in wooden stocks). My mum would always !
volunteer at the face painting stand, and | won’t forget how her station always attracted huge popularity due to her amazing designs and =
face painting skill.

This kind of festival is rare outside of primary schools and small communities, and only represents a small part of summer culture in the
UK, so I'd largely forgotten about them. Writing about it now brings back lots of memories from my childhood, and makes me feel

incredibly nostalgic. ﬁ
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