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At the start of November, | went to Daiso to look for some Halloween stickers for an En%lish lesson | was going to teach the
following day. It was a bit after Halloween, but due to the schedule it was the only time T could do it and it would’ve been a
shame to miss out on the fun. However, when | went all the Halloween stuff was gone and the shop was full of Christmas goods.
Every year in November the sudden appearance of Christmas items always takes me by surprise and reminds me of something

my mum would always tell me - “No celebrating Christmas before December 3rd”. Let me explain why.

Just like in Japan, back in the UK as soon as it turns November everything becomes Christmassy - from stuff being sold in
shops to the music being played in supermarkets. | remember as a kid going anywhere with my mum at this time, she would
explain how annoying she found it. She would say something along the lines of “Christmas isn’t for another month and a half,
why are people celebratinﬁ it now?”. There are usually 2 kinds of people when it comes to Christmas time in the UK: the type
like my mum, who think Christmas should be celebrated in a short period of time, who usually put up their decorations and +
Christmas trees later, and those who love the Christmas season so much that they want to make it as long as possible, usually !
having their decorations and Christmas tree up early.

It’s not that mé mum hates Christmas, but in truth | think there was another factor at play as to why we started celebrating !
later. My mum’s birthday is on the 3rd of December - so in order for her special day to not get overshadowed by the Christmas
celebrations she set us a rule: no talk of Christmas and definitely no playing Christmas songs until after her birthday, else you
risk not getting a single present!
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