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“The New School Year
in Japan and the UK’
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RFFLEBENPOTUL.FELEBIFSA NN SDRERICFTUVDNNEIE D7/ H INENED
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TECDEGERIZDEEZR>TVETD,

1FXFIVADERMAIZEEZED XYV ] THY . OBICIOE—E A I —NT BRIDKREBEAR TI o —
H BARDERAMIEEDEDPICHDD T FALCEZTNBVEDICFEBFERACKEDEE
HLREWEWTEWIENSZWNWTT HEE. T O—NIEDED P T BEE L LT <B2EHIC.BET
EORARIIBITINRELZEVNDEN HDH—H CREEHICHZRZIDZ 548D —NIF.BAEES
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FBLEgH?

April is a month of new starts in Japan, marking the beginning of the business year for adults and a new school year for
students. When | first thought about studying here, | was surprised that the school year began in April, as it starts in September
in the UK and many other countries. But why is there such a difference?

In the UK, the school year begins in September and is divided into three terms. The first runs from September to December,
followed by a two-week winter holiday. The second term lasts from January to March, followed by a two-week Easter break.

The final term runs from April to July, ending with a long six-week summer holiday at the conclusion of the academic year.

Why do these structures differ? In Japan, the April start aligns with the fiscal year. However, the UK fiscal year also begins in
April, so why does its school year start in September? When school became compulsory in the UK in 1880, the country was a
largely agrarian society. Children were often required to work in the fields during the growing season starting in late May, so the /
school year was set to begin in September once the harvest was over. This tradition has persisted for over a century, even
though children no longer need to work in the fields. +

The UK summer holiday marks the gap between school years, allowing children to rest before starting fresh in September. In
Japan, this long holiday falls in the middle of the school year, meaning students often have a lot of homework so they do not
forget what they have learned. Due to globalisation, some have called for Japan to switch to a September start to align with
other countries and make international study easier. Conversely, many prefer the spring start, as cherry blossoms provide a
spiritual sense of renewal. What do you think? ﬁ

&
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