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17th of March is Saint Patrick’s Day, the national celebration of Ireland. The celebration has made its way all around the world,

even Japan, despite its small Irish population, to become the most widely celebrated National Festival in the World. In fact,
Every Year in Tokyo there is a huge parade down Omotesando mostly made up of Japanese people to celebrate the occasion.

But what is Saint Patrick’s Day and what has led to its popularity in Japan?

St. Patrick’s Day began in the early 17th century in Ireland to commemorate the arrival of Christianity in Ireland. Since, it’s
become a general celebration of Irish Culture. The holiday coincides with Lent - a period where many Christians fast or give up
luxurious like alcohol or chocolate. However, long ago, these restrictions were lifted for the day. This has perhaps led to the
tradition of drinking alcohol and partying that is a common part of modern St. Patrick’s Day celebrations. /
The holiday is widely celebrated in the UK, due to Northern Ireland being part of the UK, as well as the UK having a large
population of Irish people and those with Irish heritage. But when | came to Japan, | was shocked to learn about the existence 4
of the Saint Patrick’s Day celebrations, as well as many Irish pubs in cities like Osaka and Tokyo. | learned that much of this
comes from Japanese people being interested in Irish music and dance.

Whenever | go to an Irish pub, | find a vibrant spot where both foreigners and Japanese people can meet and socialise. The
existence of these places reminds me of the importance of showing interest in each other’s cultures and how it can enrich our
lives and bring us together. é‘
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