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Since coming to Japan, during the colder months people often ask me if it snows a lot in the UK. It usually comes as a surprise
when | tell them that it doesn’t really snow that much. Of course, it depends on where in the UK. The climate doesn’t change
from North to South as much as Japan, but northern regions like Scotland get much more snow than the rest of the country.
The UK has a reputation for being a cold and wet country, and whilst the UK is colder throughout the year on average than
Japan, we actually have a fairly mild climate. We rarely experience extreme heat and extreme cold.

However, as a kid, the rare sight of snow always brought immediate joy - the possibility of a “snow day”. A snow day is what
we call it when a day of school is unexpectedly cancelled because of snowfall, due to the potential dangers of travelling to
school on the icy roads. On top of having the day off, snow days were the absolute best: you could go outside and play with /
your friends, build snowmen, and have snowball fights. In fact, when | was in primary school, | lived in walking distance from my ~ J
school. So, even when school was cancelled, | would still walk to school and play with the other kids who lived in the area. A

However, when | went to senior school, | had to take the bus to school every morning. This meant that if the bus was !
cancelled, or couldn’t make it into school, it was a snow day. | have a vivid memory of a snowy day where the bus didn’t get
cancelled, and it picked me up as usual in my village. However, my village was on a steep hill, and the bus got stuck in the snow

just a few minutes’ walk from my house. As the driver called the school and said that he couldn’t make it in for the day,
everyone on the bus cheered, and | walked back home, delighted, for a few more hours in bed. é‘
vadh o " <
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