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Every year on November 5th, people in the UK celebrate Bonfire Night. People gather outside to light big bonfires, watch
fireworks and eat warm food. It was one of my favourite events as a kid, but the story behind it is rather unusual.

Back in 1605, a group of conspirators plotted to assassinate King James | by blowing up the Houses of Parliament (now a
UNESCO World Heritage Site) with barrels of gunpowder hidden in the cellar. However, the plan failed when one of the
conspirators, Guy Fawkes, was caught guarding the barrels the night before. To celebrate the plot’s failure, people lit bonfires,
and the government made November 5th an official day of celebration. This became Bonfire Night, also known as Guy Fawkes
Night, and it has been celebrated ever since.

Nowadays, many people make large dolls called “guys” to represent Guy Fawkes, and throw them on the fire. When | was a
kid, my school held a competition for the best “§uy”, and one year the theme was “aliens”. My mum and | made a crazy alien doll
together, and we ended up winning! It was a little sad to watch something that took us so long to make go up in flames, but it’s
still one of my best memories from primary school.

Bonfire Night is the most popular time to enjoy fireworks in the UK, but it’s very different to Japan’s firework festivals. Because
November is cold, everyone wraps up warmly and enjoys the heat from the bonfire. In Japan, many such festivals take place in
the hot summer, with people dressed in light yukata to keep cool!
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