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Travelling to different countries, especially ones very different from your own, almost always involves some kind of
culture shock. One of the more interesting differences between Japan and countries like the USA and the UK is the lack
of tipping at restaurants. A tip is extra money that guests give on top of the price of the meal, either handed to the
waiter or left on the table, to thank the staff for their service. However, tipping customs vary a lot from country to
country.

In the USA, for example, tipping is almost mandatory. Restaurants are legally allowed to pay staff as little as $2.15
(about 330 yen) an hour, on the assumption that tips will bring this up to a standard minimum wage. Because of this,
not tipping directly affects your server's income and is considered socially unacceptable. In the UK, things are different.
Staff must legally be paid minimum wage, so tipping is more a way to show gratitude for good service than an
obligation. In Japan, unlike America or the UK, there is no tipping culture at all. Staff are paid a legal minimum wage, and
it's considered normal for them to provide excellent service without expecting anything extra in return.

This difference can lead to amusing encounters between American tourists and Japanese restaurant staff. Tourists try
to leave a tip, only for staff to refuse it, sometimes even chasing them down the street to return money left behind on
the table. What do you think? Should restaurant staff be expected to give excellent service without any reward, or is it a
nice gesture to tip a waiter who made your experience special? “
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