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On August 12th this year, there was a solar eclipse across most of the UK and Europe. As many of you probably know, a solar eclipse
happens when the moon passes directly between the sun and the earth, blocking the sun's light and casting a shadow over parts of the
earth during the day.

Solar eclipses in which the moon covers most, or all, of the sun are extremely rare. In the UK, this eclipse covered about 90% of the sun.
The last time there was a solar eclipse like this in the UK was back in 1999! Solar eclipses are a beautiful sight, but looking directly at one
can be very dangerous and may cause permanent eye damage unless you wear special "eclipse glasses" or view it through a proper filter.
Because so many people wanted to see the eclipse, these special glasses sold out across the UK, and many people had to make their
own viewers at home, using cereal boxes and similar household items, just to catch a glimpse of the spectacle.

This year | returned to the UK for three weeks over the summer to reunite with family and friends. However, | flew back to Japan on
August 10th, missing the eclipse by just two days. Now, if | want to see the next one in the UK, I'll have to wait until 2090 - when I'm 88

years old!
In Japan, the last major eclipse was back in 2012. The next one will be visible in Hokkaido in 2030, followed by o o 7, ﬁ
one on Honshu in 2035. Have you ever seen a solar eclipse? s K
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