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In Japan, the school year ends in March, brin%ing a swift transition into university or the working world for graduating students in April.
In the UK, however, the rhythm is quite different. In fact, students in the UK don’t even have a graduation ceremony!

In the UK, high school students take their final exams in May and June. To prepare for these important exams, known as A-levels,
students have their final day of regular school in May, after which they enter a special exam preparation period called “study leave.”

After the exams are over in June, there is a long wait until results are released in August. For many, this is a time for a last hurrah with
school friends. Many teenagers go to larﬁe music festivals where the¥ spend several days living In tents, dancing in the fields, and
celebrating their newfound freedom. Another common tradition is to "Inter-rail" across Europe, which involves travelling from city to city
by train, backpacking through historic capitals. ) ) ' . ) ' . ) 4

In August, students receive their results, celebrating with teachers and friends in @ moment of relief that feels like a graduation without %
the formalities. Once their path is confirmed, many prepare for university. Even after deodm% where to go to university, quite a few
students choose to take a “gap year”. This refers to a period during their school years when they deliberately create a ‘gag‘ in their
studies. Whilst some use this time to retake exams, many students choose to take this time regardless of academic results
experience through travel, work or volunteering.

For British students, this summer is a final period of independence where exams are behind them, and the pressures of adulthood are
still just over the horizon. What do you think? Do you [Earefer the quick, seamless transition of the Japanese school year, or does this |
slightly chaotic, but unforgettable “final summer” appeal to you? ‘
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